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Automatic Hearings 
Comparing HB1147 to National Precedent 
 

Overview 
HB1147’s primary change to Maryland law is establishing an automatic scheduling cadence 
for parole hearings based on the person’s sentence length and incarcerating offense. 

● Up to 10 year sentence: Parole hearings not later than every two years for individuals 
who are parole-eligible. 

● Over 10 year sentence: Parole hearings not later than every three years for 
individuals who are parole-eligible. 
Note: For people serving a sentence over twenty years for a crime against an 
individual, their second hearing will be not later than three years after a denial. All 
subsequent hearings will be not later than five years after a denial.  

 
Maryland is one of four states (DE, ID, UT) that requires parole-eligible people to request a 
hearing following a denial. According to a records request response from DPSCS, Maryland 
allows people to request a hearing annually if their sentence is less than 10 years. People 
serving 10 years or more can request a hearing every two years.  
 
The Parole Commission denied parole hearings to over a thousand people each of the last 
two years (2023 and 2024), effectively denying parole eligibility to thousands of people who 
both the legislature and courts have determined to be eligible.  
 

Comparison to Other States 
Thirty-eight US states have automatic scheduling for parole hearings. Seven states conduct 
parole hearings on an annual basis for all incarcerated people. We’ve compiled a list of 
similar timelines for comparison to Maryland’s proposed two-year cadence.  
 

Annual Parole Hearings for All Parole-Eligible 
● Hawaii (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 706-670) 
● Iowa (Iowa Admin. Code r. 205-8.4) 
● Mississippi (Miss. Code § 47-7-18) 
● Nebraska (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 83-1,111) 

● Vermont* (Vt. Stat. tit. 28 § 502) 
● Wisconsin (Wis. Admin. Code PAC § 1.06) 
● Wyoming** (Wyoming Board of Parole Policy 

and Procedure Manual, Chapter 13) 
*Vermont provides annual reviews, but the incarcerated person must request an interview with a board member 
**Wyoming’s statute does not specify cadence. The Board’s Policy & Procedure Manual specifies annual reviews.  
 

Annual Parole Hearings for Some Parole-Eligible 
● Colorado (Colo. Rev. Stat. § 17-2-201) 
● Illinois (730 ILCS 5/3-3-5) 

● Kansas (Kan. Stat. § 22-3717) 
● Massachusetts (120 Mass. Reg. 301.01) 

Note: Arkansas (Ark. Code § 16-93-615), New York (N.Y. Exec. Law § 259-I), and South Dakota (S.D. 
Codified Laws § 24-15A-39) have similar two year cadences as HB1147 for all offense types. 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1147?ys=2025RS
https://www.muckrock.com/foi/maryland-154/maryland-parole-commission-permanent-denials-179524/
https://www.muckrock.com/foi/maryland-154/maryland-parole-commission-permanent-denials-179524/
https://casetext.com/statute/hawaii-revised-statutes/division-5-crimes-and-criminal-proceedings/title-37-hawaii-penal-code/chapter-706-disposition-of-convicted-defendants/part-iv-imprisonment/section-706-670-parole-procedure-release-on-parole-terms-of-parole-recommitment-and-reparole-final-unconditional-release?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/iowa-administrative-code/agency-205-parole-board/chapter-8-parole-and-work-release-considerations/rule-205-84-parole-and-work-release-considerations?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/mississippi-code-1972/title-47-prisons-and-prisoners-probation-and-parole/chapter-7-probation-and-parole/probation-and-parole-law/section-47-7-18-conditions-for-release-of-parole-eligible-inmates-without-hearing-hearing-required-under-certain-circumstances?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/revised-statutes-of-nebraska/chapter-83-state-institutions/article-1-management/correctional-services-parole-and-pardons/section-83-1111-committed-offender-eligible-for-parole-streamlined-parole-contract-when-release-on-parole-review-procedures-release-date-set-case-deferred-reconsideration?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/vermont-statutes/title-28-public-institutions-and-corrections/chapter-7-parole/subchapter-3-eligibility-for-parole/section-502-parole-interviews-and-reviews?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/wisconsin-administrative-code/agency-parole-commission/chapter-pac-1-general-provisions/section-pac-106-release-consideration?resultsNav=false
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBcCxptEZj7RIF56r-MLDvWKAn81SoYA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBcCxptEZj7RIF56r-MLDvWKAn81SoYA/view
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-17-corrections/department-of-corrections/parole-and-probation/article-2-correctional-services/part-2-state-board-of-parole/section-17-2-201-state-board-of-parole-duties-definitions
https://casetext.com/statute/illinois-compiled-statutes/rights-and-remedies/chapter-730-corrections/act-5-unified-code-of-corrections/subchapter-chapter-iii-department-of-corrections/article-3-prisoner-review-board/section-730-ilcs-53-3-5-hearing-and-determination?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/kansas-statutes/chapter-22-criminal-procedure/article-37-release-procedures/section-22-3717-parole-or-postrelease-supervision-eligibility-interviews-notices-and-hearings-rules-and-regulations-conditions-of-parole-or-postrelease-supervision?q=prisoner%20review%20board&tab=keyword&type=statute&listingIndexId=kansas-statutes&app_v1=true&sort=relevance&p=1&resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/code-of-massachusetts-regulations/department-120-cmr-parole-board/title-120-cmr-30100-initial-parole-release-hearings-review-hearings/section-30101-scheduling-of-initial-parole-release-hearing-and-subsequent-review-hearings?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/arkansas-code-of-1987/title-16-practice-procedure-and-courts/subtitle-6-criminal-procedure-generally/chapter-93-probation-and-parole/subchapter-6-parole-eligibility/section-16-93-615-parole-eligibility-procedures-offenses-committed-after-january-1-1994?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/consolidated-laws-of-new-york/chapter-executive/article-12-b-state-board-of-parole/section-259-i-procedures-for-the-conduct-of-the-work-of-the-state-board-of-parole?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/south-dakota-codified-laws/title-24-correctional-facilities-and-parole/chapter-15a-adult-prison-parole-system/section-24-15a-39-hearing-to-determine-compliance-with-parole-release-standards-waiver-of-appearance-determinations-of-board-discretionary-hearings?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/south-dakota-codified-laws/title-24-correctional-facilities-and-parole/chapter-15a-adult-prison-parole-system/section-24-15a-39-hearing-to-determine-compliance-with-parole-release-standards-waiver-of-appearance-determinations-of-board-discretionary-hearings?resultsNav=false
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● Michigan (Mich. Comp. Laws § 791.233e) 
● Missouri (Mo. Code Regs. tit. 14 § 

80-2.010) 
● Montana (Mont. Code § 46-23-201) 
● Oklahoma (Okla. Admin. Code § 

515:25-11-1) 

● Pennsylvania (61 Pa. C.S. § 6139) 
● South Carolina (S.C. Code § 24-21-645) 
● Texas (Tex. Gov't Code § 508.141) 
● Virginia (Va. Code § 53.1-154) 
● West Virginia (W. Va. Code § 62-12-13 

 

Victim Impact 
None of the proposals change the robust range of options available to victims in the parole 
process. All parties favor a fair, just, and transparent process.  
 
Victims may:  

1. Submit a notification form if they wish to be notified of parole hearings and release 
decisions (Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-801, Md. Code, Crim. Proc. § 11-104) 

2. Submit a victim impact statement, their recommendation on advisability of parole 
release, and request a meeting with a commissioner (Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-801) 

3. Request an open hearing at which they may attend and speak  
(Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-304, Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-801) 

 

Open Hearings 
By default, hearings in Maryland are closed to the public (including victims). The state does 
not force victims to attend and speak, an open hearing only occurs upon their request. 
Approximately 1% of victims have requested an open hearing in the last two years.  
 
The Parole Commission reports annually on how many open parole hearings are conducted: 

● FY2023 Report: 5,803 parole hearings, 62 open parole hearings 
● FY2024 Report: 5,931 parole hearings, 56 open parole hearings 

 
 

Note: Arkansas (Ark. Code § 16-93-615), New York (N.Y. Exec. Law § 259-I), and South Dakota (S.D. 
Codified Laws § 24-15A-39) have similar two year cadences as HB1147 for all offense types. 

https://casetext.com/statute/michigan-compiled-laws/chapter-791-department-of-corrections/corrections-code-of-1953/subchapter-chapter-iii-bureau-of-pardons-and-paroles-parole-board/section-791233e-parole-guidelines-rules-reasons-for-departure-from-guidelines-waiver-for-subsequent-review-report?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/missouri-administrative-code/title-14-department-of-corrections/division-80-state-board-of-probation-and-parole/chapter-2-parole-consideration-and-conditional-release/section-14-csr-80-2010-parole-eligibility-hearings-reviews-and-release-dates?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/missouri-administrative-code/title-14-department-of-corrections/division-80-state-board-of-probation-and-parole/chapter-2-parole-consideration-and-conditional-release/section-14-csr-80-2010-parole-eligibility-hearings-reviews-and-release-dates?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/montana-code/title-46-criminal-procedure/chapter-23-probation-parole-and-clemency/part-2-granting-of-parole/section-46-23-201-prisoners-eligible-for-nonmedical-parole?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/oklahoma-administrative-code/title-515-pardon-and-parole-board/chapter-25-parole-procedures/subchapter-11-reconsideration/section-51525-11-1-re-docketing-of-offenders-after-denial?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/oklahoma-administrative-code/title-515-pardon-and-parole-board/chapter-25-parole-procedures/subchapter-11-reconsideration/section-51525-11-1-re-docketing-of-offenders-after-denial?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/pennsylvania-statutes/consolidated-statutes/title-61-pacs-prisons-and-parole/part-iv-department-of-corrections/chapter-61-pennsylvania-board-of-probation-and-parole/subchapter-c-powers-and-duties/section-6139-parole-procedure?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-laws-of-south-carolina-1976/title-24-corrections-jails-probations-paroles-and-pardons/chapter-21-probation-parole-and-pardon/article-7-parole-release-for-good-conduct/section-24-21-645-parole-and-provisional-parole-orders-search-and-seizure-review-schedule-following-parole-denial-of-prisoners-confined-for-violent-crimes?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/texas-codes/government-code/title-4-executive-branch/subtitle-g-corrections/chapter-508-parole-and-mandatory-supervision/subchapter-e-parole-and-mandatory-supervision-release-procedures/section-508141-authority-to-consider-and-order-release-on-parole?q=508.145&tab=keyword&type=statute&listingIndexId=texas-codes&app_v1=true&sort=relevance&p=1&resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-virginia/title-531-prisons-and-other-methods-of-correction/chapter-4-probation-and-parole/article-3-procedures-governing-parole/section-531-154-times-at-which-virginia-parole-board-to-review-cases?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/west-virginia-code/chapter-62-criminal-procedure/article-12-probation-and-parole/section-62-12-13-powers-and-duties-of-board-eligibility-for-parole-procedure-for-granting-parole?resultsNav=false
https://www.dpscs.state.md.us/publicinfo/publications/pdfs/annual-reports/Annual%20Report%20FY%202023%20Maryland%20Parole%20Commission.pdf
https://dpscs.maryland.gov/publicinfo/publications/pdfs/annual-reports/Annual%20Report%20FY%202024%20Maryland%20Parole%20Commission.pdf
https://casetext.com/statute/arkansas-code-of-1987/title-16-practice-procedure-and-courts/subtitle-6-criminal-procedure-generally/chapter-93-probation-and-parole/subchapter-6-parole-eligibility/section-16-93-615-parole-eligibility-procedures-offenses-committed-after-january-1-1994?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/consolidated-laws-of-new-york/chapter-executive/article-12-b-state-board-of-parole/section-259-i-procedures-for-the-conduct-of-the-work-of-the-state-board-of-parole?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/south-dakota-codified-laws/title-24-correctional-facilities-and-parole/chapter-15a-adult-prison-parole-system/section-24-15a-39-hearing-to-determine-compliance-with-parole-release-standards-waiver-of-appearance-determinations-of-board-discretionary-hearings?resultsNav=false
https://casetext.com/statute/south-dakota-codified-laws/title-24-correctional-facilities-and-parole/chapter-15a-adult-prison-parole-system/section-24-15a-39-hearing-to-determine-compliance-with-parole-release-standards-waiver-of-appearance-determinations-of-board-discretionary-hearings?resultsNav=false
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